WINE WAREHOUSE BEER UPDATES: NEW THIS WEEK

THE ALLOCATED BEER ISSUE: WHEN THEY RAIN THEY POUR (BUT IN SMALL AMOUNTS)
The good news is, we have several new arrivals that everyone has been anxiously awaiting, and they all came in right around the same time. The bad news is they are available in very limited quantities, so much so that we can probably sell it all through our email subscribers without ever putting them on the floor. So we’re going to give you all first swing at them, and if any is left over we can throw it out to the masses.

Here’s how this is going to work: The easiest way for us to determine order of response is by email, so PLEASE respond to this email with the beers you are interested in, and the orders will be filled on a first come/first served basis. Phone orders will be placed at the end of the line. The beers will be available for pick up no earlier than Tuesday, and we will be confirming orders on that day as well (apologize for the delay, but I will be out of the store until Tuesday). There are some among you that have already put their name down for some of these, and your names will still be at the head of the list, but if you are not sure you are more than welcome to request again, though it does not mean you will get two orders. Any beers not spoken for by next Friday will be put out on the floor for general purchase; any preorders not picked up or reserved with a credit card within two weeks will be put out on the floor as well

Sierra Nevada Hoptimum-Unfortunately, don’t have an exact price on this one yet, but expect it to be slightly more than the Harvest Ale series bottled in the same format. Due to arrive in-store some time next week. VERY LIMITED, offering ONE 24oz bottle per person; will confirm price with each customer before purchase.

Bells Batch 10,000 Ale-3.35/12oz The last of Bells’ special recipe beers for thousandth batches. We actually received a single case of this just before Christmas, but sold it bottle by bottle in less than a day. A bit more to go around this time but still limiting purchase to no more than four bottles per person.

Stone Lucky Bastard-$7.49/22oz A blend of the three Bastard entities from Stone; Arrogant, Double, and Oak Aged Arrogant. A small batch had been released a few weeks back, and this is another small drop trickling our way. Only one bottle per person.
Bells Hopslam 5L Can-$44.99 Only two of these available. We didn’t want to just offer these up to the first people to email in, instead wanting to reward our most dedicated customers so we decided on…STORE TRIVIA!
First to email in the correct answers to these two questions gets to buy one of the Hopslam 5L kegs. This is NOT a raffle or giveaway, so if you aren’t going to buy the kegs, don’t play. If nobody gets both answers right by Saturday January 29, they will go to the first to get either question right. If nobody gets the questions right, then this is a colossal failure and we’ll figure out another way to dole these things out. Once we have a winner we will email out a notice. 
Email responses only will be considered, and we will contact each respondent to let them know the status of their guesses:
1) What year was Wine Warehouse opened?
2) There are two pictures on the shelving for the Belgian 750ml bottles from a trip to Belgium showing two breweries. One is an indoor shot of a tasting room, the other is an outdoor shot of the brewery’s loading dock. Both have the brewery logos clearly visible. Name one of the two.
Founders Double Trouble IPA/Imperial Stout- Not in, but imminent. We have received decreasing amounts of these beers over the last few years, so those of you interested would be well advised to stake your claim now. No restrictions, but requests will be dealt with in the same way the Hopslam orders were should demand outreach supply, trimming amounts to best provide some quantity for everyone.
NEW ARRIVALS NOT ON ALLOCATION (YEAH!)
Williamsburg Coffeehouse Stout-$8.99/6pack
Troeg’s Java Stout-$9.99/6pack
Schlaffly’s Coffee Stout-$9.49/6pack
Lagunitas Cappucino Stout-$4.49/22oz
A nice slew of newly released coffee stouts, and a nice variety of style to them as well. The Williamsburg has the most overt coffee impact, the Troegs the most even and balanced character, the Schlaffly has the creamiest texture utilizing an Oatmeal Stout, and the Lagunitas is the strongest at 8.8%abv, but still has a surprisingly smooth and silky texture. While some coffee beers try to be more extreme expressions, these are a nice fusion of the two ingredients built more for repeated drinking than massive impact.
Nogne-O Saison- My wife has a fairly sophisticated palate when it comes to Belgian beers. She would have to at least like them, being married to me, but it isn’t just a matter of exposure. She has a fairly well developed palate and can pick out the pretenders from the real deal. When I served this to her blind, she was convinced it was a real Belgian, and I had to show her the bottle to convince her it was from Norway. Not particularly strong or aggressive, but with a perfect carbonation for the style (where so many pretenders mess up with Belgians) a tight fine head and lacy, lingering bubbles in the glass that accent the citrus and herbal notes, though it has decent malt character as well. It’s not one of the new beers from 12 Percent Imports we have been championing, but the quality is every bit as good. $8.49/500ml
Crispin Ciders Brownslane British Dry Cider- Traditional English ciders have been available in the 16.9oz draft can (sans the widget) for a while, and it’s probably not far off in the future to find domestic producers doing the same. For now, this is the closest approximation we will find, with a domestic producer collaborating with an English house to produce a special cider for export. Not only are the cans good for festivals and picnics, but they are much more cost effective to ship, essentially handing you an extra 5oz for your money over a 12oz bottle. This is built very similarly to their Brut from their regular lineup, but made from English cider apples to provide a little added intensity. $9.49/4pack
COMING SOON
A few for the rumor mill, and some names to research for the bigger beer geeks among you. Not sure of arrival dates or specific products, but there is a better than average chance you will be seeing beers from these breweries making an appearance on our shelves over the next month or so. Usually the initial launch consists of some of the core beers, so don’t get your hopes up for any special releases coming early on. But please let us know your experiences with these breweries, which genuinely do help us make decisions on beers if we don’t get a chance to taste on them ourselves first before ordering.
Tall Grass Brewing Co.  (www.tallgrassbeer.com) 
Goose Island Brewing Co. (www.gooseisland.com )
Dark Horse Brewery (www.darkhorsebrewery.com) 
