WINE WAREHOUSE BEER UPDATES: NEW THIS WEEK

New Arrivals, Not Christmas Related:

Dogfish Head/ My Antonia- We were allocated one measly case that arrived just before Christmas, and we sold that case in two days without even putting it on the floor, hand selling a bottle at a time to those good customers we recognized doing some last minute holiday shopping. Suddenly, our ‘allocation’ has grown, at least to the point where it won’t sell out faster than it takes us to type out an email. A collaboration Pilsner with Italian brewery Birra del Borgo, big and hoppy for a Pilsner, but well within the usual amounts of hopping from Dogfish Head. $8.99/750ml
Terrapin Brewery Moo-Hoo Chocolate Milk Stout- I was a little wary of this one when I first heard about it, thinking it would be part of the Terrapin 22oz series, and price accordingly. Happily, this was a wintertime 6pack release, and even better was the fact its line priced with their regular everyday 6packs. In that case, we’re all in. The chocolate comes through fairly prominently on the nose, but the mouthfeel is both roast and creamy enough to balance it well before it gets too sickly and dominant. Actually becomes even more enjoyable as the carbonation dissipates, developing a great velvety texture. $9.99/6pack
Breckenridge Brewery Regal Double Pilsner- If you’re a fan of Pilsners in December, and the My Antonia didn’t scratch your itch well enough, here’s another great one for you. Part of Breckenridge’s ‘Occasionals’ series (not really seasonal, not really year round) this is a stronger styled Pils using more floral hops than the Czech traditional Saaz, which gives it a more American craft beer fan appeal. $10.49/6pack
Brouwerij Contreras Valeir Divers Triple- As I have been selecting through the great Belgian selections from 12% Imports, we are slowly examining other breweries from our first six selections back in November. We’re sorting through to find what will become our favorites, some will stick on for good, and some will evolve out. This is an early candidate for definite ‘stick on’, as it is simply one of the very best Triples I have had in some time. Intensely floral nose, big and complex in the mouth, but most importantly NOT sticky and candied at the same time, executing the most difficult trick in Belgian beers of combining power and flavor with a crisp, almost racy finish. The balance is better than more than a few ‘great’ white wines out there. $4.99/12oz
Christmas Beers Still Available

Unlike some holiday or seasonal beers, the best examples of Christmas beers don’t stop being enjoyable once the festivities have passed. Sure, the elves and snow covered scenery take on less importance in January, but the important stuff inside the bottle is still just as delicious. An English Winter Warmer is still warming any time in winter, not just at Christmas time. Also, I feel many of the stronger Christmas beers (especially the Belgian styled ones) are actually much better the NEXT Christmas, so it’s a good time to start planning next year’s festivities and lock away a few treats in the cellar. For those of you that received mixed six’s of holiday cheer as presents, or bought them for friends and decided it was just too good to give away, here is a list of the holiday themed beers that survived the rush, though some are down to just a few bottles:

The Bruery Three French Hens 750ml- Rich Belgian strong ale aged in French oak, perfect for cellaring until next Christmas, and beyond. 

Gouden Carolus Noel 375ml- Big and malty Brown Ale base, similar to their Cuvee Van de Keizer, but with a bit of holiday spice.

Widmer Barrel Aged Brrbon 22oz-For those of you that thought all they did was wheat beers, this is a deep, English styled winter beer with added creaminess from barrel aging.

Sierra Nevada Christmas Ale 12oz/6packs- Hoppy American Red ale, no seasonal spicing, and something most hop heads would love to see available all year round.

Anderson Valley Winter Solstice 12oz/6packs- Creamy vanilla flavors, very easy to drink. Kept thinking it was out for the season but would magically reappear, for which we are thankful. 

Full Sail Winter Wassail 12oz/6packs- Another classic English Winter Warmer style from an American brewery. Nice malt balance, great for cold weather enjoyment.

Ommegang Chocolate Indulgence 750ml- The Ommegang Adoration Ale was their true ‘Christmas’ beer, and that’ gone. The Indulgence is ‘just’ their cold weather release, a Belgian styled Stout loaded with top quality chocolate. Great for cellaring.

Bells Winter White Ale

Bells Best Brown Ale

Bells Double Cream Stout 12oz/6packs- These are all ‘seasonal’ beers, but always seem to have a life long into February or March. That’s a good thing because, like pretty much all the Bells lineup, these are exceptional for their particular style.

Hoppin Frog Frosted Frog Ale 22oz- Big, malty brown ale style base with lots of real cinnamon and gingerbread sorts of spices, very festive and warming.

Highland Brewery Cold Mountain Winter Ale 22oz- Nice malty base with a similar spice note to the Hoppin Frog, but lighter overall and with a definite hoppy note to the finish.  

Weeping Radish Christmas Doublebock 22oz- Still a favorite Doublebock in general, not just as a holiday beer. The lower pasteurization gives the beer a fresher character than you would expect for such a malty beer.

Legend Brewery Chocolate Porter 22oz- Another personal favorite, always showing a nice balance of chocolate without loosing the Porter roast and texture.

Blue Mountain Lights Out! Ale 12oz/6pack- Local favorite, an English Old Ale base with just the slightest touch of holiday spice, but not enough to sweeten the flavors, just accent the rich malt.

Long Trail Hibernator Ale 12oz/6pack- A lighter style English Winter Warmer than many American interpretations, but still fuller than your usual everyday ales, nice and drinkable.

Troegs Mad Elf Ale 12oz/6pack- A fairly sweet, intensive beer brewed with cherries, this is one I always seem to like much better the next year, showing much better balance and subtlety. But I won’t stop you from drinking it up now, either.

Ridgeway Insanely Bad Elf 12oz

Ridgeway Warmer Welcome Brown Ale 500ml- We may get one or two of the Ridgeway holiday lineup a bit later down the road, but these are the ones that survived from our first purchase. The Insanely Bad is, not surprisingly, insanely good, a high abv Barleywine/ Red Ale that really lays on the hops. The Warmer Welcome is a Nut Brown ale with a bit more kick than usual. Don’t let the holiday label throw you; if you like Sam Smith’s Nut Brown, this is more than an equal. 

Inveralmond Santa’s Swallie 500ml- God help me if I’m the only one out there in love with this beer, because I may have to buy it all myself. Delicate and low abv, but shows great Scottish single malt character and an impeccable silky balance.

Mikkeller Santa’s Little Helper Ale 750ml- Massive Belgian styled strong ale from one of Scandinavia’s best, absolutely needing a year in the bottle to show how accomplished it is. Almost too sweet and straightforward now, but explodes with complexity equal to a Chimay Blue label or others of that ilk. Your patience will be rewarded.

